The injury to the natural teeth, is not, as many suppose, produced by the mechanical action of the clasps ; it is the result of the chemical action of the secretions of the mouth retained between them and the organs to which they are applied. When the employment of clasps, therefore, becomes indispensable, the patient should be apprised of the importance of removing the piece severttl times a day, and thoroughly cleaning the teeth to which the clasps have been applied ; also, of leaving the piece out of the mouth during the hours of rest. The injury liable to be produced is always in proportion to the softness of the texture of the teeth, and the unhealthy condition of the secretions of the mouth.?Editor.
